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. Hear ye me Ala an all Jud a „ and Benjamin, the 
Lord is with you while ye be with- bim, and if ye 
eek him 3 be found of you ; but if ye forſake 
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3 5 3 * 18 Figs: of ſcriptures. involves] 
= 32 difficulty. which has occafioned much diſpute: 


. ; perplexity.. in the chriſtian world, while the: 


1 1 ower of man to work'out bis own lui) , is 
implied. in the firſt clauſe, his inability” or want 


5 4 5 of ö wer is ſtrongly implied in the laſt. Salva- 
4 tion is at once repreſented as the work. ff man 
and the work of God. Man has powér to ſave 
dimſelf, and yet God has alone power 4 ſave him. 
We are not only called upon to do a: 
work whi h God only can do, but his going: 
this work is urged ag a reaſon for our doing it. 
—This ſeeming contradiction. has led me on to a 
patient examination of the ſacred ſeripture, where 
have found a multitude of texts, which, if con- 
ſidered ſeperately and apart, appear -<qually to 
_ claſh and . each other. Some of theſe 
1 willzſelect and arrange in different claſſes. 
Thoſe texts which ſeem to imply à power 
in man to work out his own 9 9 Ag 1 ſhall, 

for the ſake of diſtinction, call the firſt Baſs, 
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I. r Tabs! ** tha imply 
mane fave himſelf,” ando which: ve call the oy 
claſs, are ſuch as follow, „ 


ſrael 1 
ple which have Hes, and ee 
not; which have ears and hear not—(Jeriv, 21.)— 
Thus ſaith the Lord, aſk-for the oſd paths but 
they ſaid we will not walk therein (Jer. vi, 15. 
Ie ſeat unto them by my ſervants rifing up 
and ſending them, but they would not hear ſaith 
che Lord : they will not frame their doings to 
turn unto their God (Hoſea v, 4.)—Ifthe wicks" 
ed will turn from all his iniquities, and '4o that 
which is lawful and right, be ſhall ſurely live.— 
Turn, turn ye, for why will ye die.—As I live 
faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, Ezek. — He ſent forth his ſervants to 
call them, that were bidden to the wedding and they 
woulg not come, (Matt. xxii, 3.)—How often 
would I have gathered thy children together as a 
hen doth her brood, under ber wings, and ye 
would not. (Luke xiii, 34.) — Te will as 
come to me, that ye might have life.—(John v, 
40. )—W hoſoever W let him ee . 
HAT 


er, ay be 25 15 the $a dre : Atte this, we epro- 
poſe to call in a third claſs, under the name of A 
| mediators, or reconcilin 


in whic God xe 


nd, in this way 
vous paffages, ; 
h. duties, as in 
other pare of ſcri ture, man is repreſented as un- 
| F fatisfactorily be done, 
F it bill e to filence one great 2 againſt 
revelation, and perhaps cui FOR; 
5 knots in n . 


Y * 0 Le k 5 "1 


7 * * 
3 
2 V. N 5 1 e 


le T- HF. 100 
none of 


e 


atly' 


. War, 3 pwr n n: „ 
work out his own ſalvation,” can hardly be denied; 
becauſe, they uniformly char 
and ruin of man to his Want of vill. IM is un- 
done becauſe he will not eomply. iter 

plain dictate of common ſenſe, that a 
. mere-unwillingneſs, is not ( 
a want of 


ver. Oppoſition of the will may 


imply obltinacy, or the want of acts; bur 
not of power. That which à man can . 9 


he is willing, be may be ſaid to have a power to 


do. If there be 4 willing mind ii is accepted. 
Weds not ſay 'of an indolent man, who refu- 


ſes to labour, merely*becauſe he is vowilling to 


work, that his Haw not power to work. If he were 
a. cripple, or in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption, we 
might then ſay, he had not power. If theſe texts 


do imply, that man is wholly to blame for his diſ- 
| obedience, do they not n y imply a power 
in man to obey.” If the divine fo 


fatal bar in his way; or if there was really any 


want of means, power or aſſiſtance, how could 
man be to blame ? how could * be che en 


cauſe of his own deſtruction Ps 


Bor the ſame, idea” 8 power is carried 
ſtill higher by a number of texts which repreſent 
man as having a power to change his own heart. 


Ezek. xviii, 31. — Make you a new heart, and a 


new ſpirit, for why will ye die O Houſe of Iſrael. 
Turn yourſelves and live; make your ways and 
doings good. —Waſh ye, make you clean Put 
away the evil of your doings, ceaſe. to do evil, 
learn to do well.—(Iſaiah i, 16.) — Circumciſe your- 
ſelves to the Lord, and be no more ſtiff- necked. 


O Jeruſalem, waſh thine beart from wickedneſs, 


that 


the Liſobedience I 


roperly: —_—_— . 


reknowledge, or 
| decrees, the ſecret will or purpoſe of God, either 
according to election or reprobation, had fixed a 
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8.) Fut aff the old man, and put on: 


"he 


the new man —ariſe from the dead and Ch 


give ches light. —( Ephes, iv, 22, &c.) 4 Work; 


out your dun ſalvation.” To theſe” I will only 


add a few paſſages more, which convey the ſame 
idea, in language of ardent wiſhes from the heart 
of God himſelf.— (Deut. xxxii, 29.) O; that 
they were wiſe, that they w 
O, that my people ere have hearkened unto me, 


that Iſrael would have walked ins my ways 
(Pſalm Ixxxi, 13. —0, Jerutalem, wile thou not 


be made clean? When ſhall it once be? (Jer. xiiii,, 


27. — Ob, that thou hadſt known in this thy day, 
che things that N to ay e (Luke nb 4a.) 


14 * 279 = 
94 1 ns 4 $ 47 6 


ads Via torecite res es which compoſe 


I. Tue ſecond claſs In which the inability 


of: man to work out his own ſalvation; and the ne- 
ceſſity of the power of God to work in him, is ex- 


preſſed in the plaineſt manner. Suech are the fol- 


Jowing texts. (Deut. xxix. 4. he Lord hath. 
not given vou an heart to perceive, and ears to hear, 
unto this day. And Joſhua ſaid unto the people, 
Ye cannot ſerve the Lord, for he 1s an holy God : 
he, is a qealous God. —(Joſh. XXIV, 19 )—Thy | 


people thall be williag in the day of thy potuer.— 


(Plaim cx, 3.) — T hou. haft wrought all our 
works in us.—(lfaiah xxvi, 12.) Turn thou me, 
and I ſhall be turoed, for thou art the Lord my 
God draw thou me and 1 will run after thee.— 
(Jer. xxx), 18.) A new heart will I give you, and 
4 New ſpirit will J put within you, and 1 will take 


away the (tony hæart out of your fleſh, and give 


You an heart of fleſh, and will cauſc you to walk 


in my {Latutcs, aud do 0 chem. (Eck. xxx vi, 26, i 


S oO n 


= deaf, and /ce,'ye; blind—c/ean/e- 3 + 
ſinners, NINE your e ye double - minded 


* 1 


would underſtand this: 


Hm ic. vet pm wn um by. 'my. 2 


Marvel mr that dave your roll be born 
£ 4887-77 ohn he oy 1 4 Amn he? 
5 ined to ieee Ay „ Lhe p 


- to togke Gentil es repent 
xiii, 48, &c.)—Inſtruftin 
elves, peradventure G 


1 ſt do believe on him—looking to Jeſus 
the auther and finiſher. of our faith. You 


hath he, qu icken d Who were dead in treſp paſſrs 


and ſins Who of his, own will begat us a 


the word | of .truth,—By: grace art ye layed 


through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 


gift of, God, we are his workmanſhip created anew 

inChrilt Jeſu vs who hath ſayed us not according 
to our works, but according, to his on purpoſe 
and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, be- 


fore the world began. ee cannot do the things 
hr voul, they. thac are in the fleſh, cennet. plea 


The, car al minds. comity. againſt God, is, 
1 E obſsc to the law of G00 od, neither indeed gan 
be. The natural man receiyeth not the things of 
the ſpirit of God, neither can he know; them. 
Not has we/are ſufficient of ourſelyes:to think a 


thing, but our ſufficiency is of God. t is not of him 


that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but God that 


ſheweth mercy—he, will have mercy on whom. he 


will have mercy. lt is God that worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure.— 


Thus we * without any comment, that theſe. 


texts do as fully. expreſs the inability of man 
thoſe of the firſt claſs expreſſed his power. The 


queſtion now. is, how are they to be 1 dad. : 


reconciled with each other ? In order to 5 — 1 5 
erent... 
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ened the heart of Lydia... Bel hath alſo 77 ant : 
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e, in man . e im oled in . 91 
A igabikty as itnphied in 


. nee had 5 it 5 periſh, 
and e God does in fact require of h Au! 
ties which he never hack power o d. "Ati, . 
_ they fay,-ohce trad this power, but wie edly 16 
fort hinfelf and his Poſterity; therefore, it nf 
- juſt in God row to require that of his 
bee which ckelt farhe} and federal} 

ad ſufficient power to . Go 
loſt his right to command, thougt{ man has Toft hi 
ower tg obey,—To'this, however, ir Is Objected, 
and th que tion aſed | 
à man in any caſe, for nt uſing 4 power which he 
never had to uſe? Would it de jalt de re Wire 4 
bund man to es; 4 cripple” co walk, a new' born 
bade to ſpeak, or an idiot to learn; e 0 5 | 
aà man had loſt tis fight, by lewdnefs, of of the uſe of N 
his feet, or of his reaſon bydrunkeanefs' ;, thought 
he might juſtly be'puniſhed, For whoredom and 
drinking; yet would it afterwards b re uyniſh' 
him for not Techn: not wall 6g, nor uſing his rea- 0 
hen he had none to uſe? On the w le, this 
method of ſolving the difficulty, has been long ex- 
ploded by ſome, and another inttoduced ia its 
ſtead. This depends on a nice diſtinction that has 
been made between natural and moral power. 
It conſiders man as à moral agent, LR # 
natural power to do all that is required in | the 
ſcriptures of rhe firſt elaſs; but e itute | 


of moral power, according to the ſecond "claſs. 
By natural power, is meant, all the faculties of the 
| foul, except the will; ſuch as, underſtanding, 
judgment, reaſon; memory, &c. By moral power, 
is meant volition, or exerciſes of the will or heart; 


ſuch as, * choice, e c. But 
| to 


Can it he juſt ani 5 


be h; However; Te eie eh a vel arti 
other, that it denles moral agene Man is, in- 
deed, allowed to have uf 5 power; hut if this 
intends à power diſtinct from the will, Which? is the 
only active power of the ſoul; it 18 88 more than 4 
naked capacity a mere e power, ſuck as 
4 plant, or even ,#-corple may poſſeſs, and by 
- which they may be as 9 being tn6ved in 
any direction, by ſome active power; and there 
| fore may as well be ſaid to have a natural power to 
work out their own ſalvation, as intelligent be 
ings, without the _— ponders 8 5 el 
EO” OM | 


1 eren of wy Atiwene 1 this Avis 
often told that he has ſufficient power to change 
His own heart, and yet at the ſame time he has not 
power to do any thing which God requires: he is 
told that; he can be laved if he pleaſes, but that he 


cannot be N e ee his owt 
Falvation 


Warden this 165 er N bot camer ply ay vn \ the 

word can, by ſhifting the idea of rom active 

to paſſive, I will not decide, but ene it is that, 

| — * inion of many, this' method of moving 

| Reulty, as well 15 the other, tends more 
— and- perplex the mind; than to recone 
texts of ſcriprufe, Ka 


| I 5#aut therefore not have recoutfs 0 atly forts 
mer diſpenſation, or modern diſtinctions in divi- 
nity, but to the ſcriptures alone. Let ſcripture ſpeart 
kor itſelf, and be its own fnterpreter, and it wilt 
be as eaſy to reconcile the two claſf swith each other, 
as to reconcile the text with itſelf. “ Work out 
yoar own ſalbation. This implies a power in 
man to work, © i God that worketh in real 
WI B | This 


1 


This implies, chat his power or PER th; work, 
comes from God alone. Man is the ſubordinate, 
God the ſupreme agent. Man can work, becauſe. 

God works in him. The, power of man is che 

218 influence of. Deity operating. in him explained 
1 is this manner, our text is conſiſtent and quite 8 


—— SH 


18 telligible. | Bur the manner of expreſſion is 'the 
F ! fame with that of the two claſſes, therefore pre- 
FI diſely in the . ſame manner, may we underſtand. 
21 and reconcile them all. True it is; that the firſt 
and laſt clauſe in the text (which ſeem to contra- 
dict) are in the fame verſe, and ſtand nearer toge- 
ther, than the texts of the two claſſes : But this 
| circumſtance of juxta poſition alters not the caſe, 
RS becauſe in order to underſtand, we are command- 
bn; ed © To ſearch the ſcriptures, and compare ſpiritual 
' wzhings with ſpiritual,” wherever they may be found” 
Wo in the bible. Wich this key of interpretation in 
on | our hand, let us again look at the texts of both claſſes, 
my as much as poſſible, at the ſame time.— It is 
e language of ſeripture, that God alone can make 
a new heart. But tis equally the . aen and 
command of God, that man ſhould make himſelf 
a new heart. Tis challenged as the prerogative 
of God, to circumciſe the heart; but the ſame 
God commande us to circumciſe our own hearts. 
It. is the work of God, to write his law upon the 
heart; but we are expreſol commanded to vrite 
this very law upon the table of our own hearts. 
| Men are commanded to fear God; but God alone 
carr put his fear into their hearts. The power of 
God only can take away the ſtony heart, and give 
an heart of fleſh ;- but be will yet for this be en- 
quired of by the Houſe of Iſrael, 10 de it for them,” 
It is the work of God co open the heart ; but man 
is commanded to open the door of his own heart. 
God. is ſaid to waſh and to, cleanſe us ; but he 
bids us waſh and cleanſe ourſelves. We are re- 
3 quired 
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to re Tod: with all the bert but the 
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love « of God is ſhed abroad in the heart by the 


Holy "Ghoſt. Faith and; repentance, are fre. 
en laid to be the gifts of God; but we are 
more frequently commanded to repent and be- 

Pa wen are often required in ſerip- 

ture; to prepare their hearts unto the Lord, yet the 

eparation of the heart in man, as well as the 
aner of the tongue, is from the Lord.“ The 
people of Iſrael were required to return unto the 
word with all the heart. (Deut. 30 chap.) Bot! in 

a following verſe it is claimed as the work of 

alone, to circumeiſe their hearts to love the 

Lord with all the heart and with all the 'ſ6uk. In 

the parable of the talents, God is repreſented 48 

givi ng to every man according to his ſeveralability, 

"which ſeems to imply that every manhad ſome abilt- | 

ty, but David, after a generous cohtribution had been 

made for the temple, very humbly thinks his 
his God, ſaying. Who am I, and what is my 
ple that we ſhould be able to offer ſo witting- 


T + after this ſort, for all things come of thee and 


of zhinz:own have we given thee,” and yet in an- 
other verſe, this very humble man preſumes to 
ſay, I have of Mine own proper goods of and 
filver given to the houſe of my God. vt it is 
time to make a pauſe, and aſk a queſtion.” What 
meaneth all this? does it mean that man has 
power independent on the grace of God, to change 
his own heart, and do that which is lawfpl and 
right, certainly-not ; does it mean that dy the 
of God, or that aſſiſtance which is freely offered 
in every command, and which he is ever ready to 
afford thoſe who will accept it, that'we may and 
can do what he requires, certainly it does, for 
by the grace of God I am that I am.” Human 
endeavors, and the grace of God, muſt both con- 
cur in their operation. ny 8 God has joined them lo- 
getber. 
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of 


When this. is 
cChine, God mußt require impoſſib bilities, 
WON 


Preciſe meauing of 


Lonfildent wich the pature. of 


of 
light, and 2be bands of dove, If he is compelled. ta 
come in, it is by rational motives, by. ſeripturs r= 2 
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or in what e 0 
God: works, by mean 


It is an influence from Goc . 0 f 40 en- 
Jighteg the mind: inoprels truth on the pid 9 
and gemly to incline the will. Man is dragon, nat 
with che chains of brutal Moron, gt blind compul- 
fon, but with the cards. of a man, with, , 


guments, and the gentle alluring motions. 
ly; ſpirit, the . dove. He is: mad: 
willing in the day of e 5 6 In this man- 
ver Sed works in man to wa to do But what 

ie the pawer of man 10 wark 99 65 awn. lalvation þ 
Tbe anſwer is ſhort; man has power toule.means, 


This is all, this. is the wholg extent, the utmoſt lim- 


irs of human power, in every poſible inſtanes 
in which it intends an acting power ; every abject 
and event in the whole:.compab of nature and art, 
are infinitely beyond the each ot human power, 
any gtherwiſe than the plc, of means may, tend to 
-promate, or be connected with them. II. Ao 
Wag a ſingle inſtance either in the. material or. 
moral world. in which means and. the event were 
infalliþly and independently connected, that in- 
ſtance would dethrone God; therefore when'It is 
ſaid that a man can, or has power to build an liouſe, 


to raiſe a crop, read the bible, attend meeting. | 


make himſelf a new heart, and work out his own 


lalvation, it intends no more than this, that he 


can 


an. up os means wh ich Fr tendency to pro- 
. dufte N yin are uſually connected with ſuck 
1 | ew eek, pray, Ririve and exert 


Mg by nt fluence 
en, claſs, can 
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dilpure, and 19 70 05 1 0 {pe 
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3 — 1 / Pa, 40 gr hv ENS. 5 
Except the Lord huild the Fo they labour in 
vain WI 1d. it: Except the Lord. keep. the 
eity, the ache waketh but in vain.! Is there 


than this text aſſerts 1 it in order to build an houſe, 
er guard a city? but where is the man, that When 


0: Nn to e, an hauſe ever yet delayed the 


Vork, under any apprehenſion or fear, that God 

would not afford him all: eceſſary aſſiſtance, after 

be had humbly aſked. | it, and then entered on his 

Vork in a Proper manner | * * do not 1 that 
| Men 


* 258 ap * 
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ung moot which 1 1 7 
e 10 e of f human power fy 
uence united in their operation | 
1 * is, A 12 woes rational if 25 


If 


one text mn, the bible which more fully aſſerts, the 
vecellity af a divine influence to change the heart. 
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fürgeon to replace à disjointed limb or- 
bone. The ancient racers in the ol 


moſt vigilant guards, and uſe e 5 recau 


# T4 17 


power to ö 275 e Flalva- 
tion which they have to build an houſe or guard 
a city—pbut this we affirm, that in the language of 
ſeriptute, God is 1 to be the builder gf, an new 
houſe as much as the maker of heart; there 
fore without him we can ho more do the one than 
the other. —Again, (Keck. j Ix. IT. * The race 
is not to the ſwitt, not the battle to the ſtrong; nor 
yet bread to the wile, nor riches to en under. 


ſtanding, nor yet favor to men of Kill. — The 


race is not to the ſwift, this is true, Vols there : 
any man among you, who. would not employ a 
Twitt niefſenger if he lay in torture, and wanted a 


_— 
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| 2 | am vo 
the apoſtle \ tells us were cetemperate 9 297 ones . 55 , 
they were anxious and careful to make every 'poſ- 7 
ſible preparation, for running with the en 


2 ſped; did they act W. ifely fince It 2045 10 in him | 
t 


at willeth nor in "Bi that runneth did they 


act wiſely, ſince the race was not to the ſwift? The 
apoſtle anſwers, when he ſaid, fo run that ye may 


obtain, .i. e. exert vourſelees in the chriſtian r race 
and run like theſe men: when it it added, that 
the battle is not to the ſtrong; does it mean that 


a wiſe general need not conſult the number, diſ- 


cipline and ſtrength of his own army, and com- 
pare it with that of his enemy, before he enters the 
field of battle? ought not the commander of a 
garriſon to place himſelf and his troops in the beſt 
Poſture of defence, ought he not to 8 up the 


2 


on to 
eve, thatercept 


keep the city, although he firmly 


the Lordkeep the city the watchmen wake but — 
further, it is the language of ſcriprure, that, “ God 
giveth riches and wealth ; he giveth man Power to 
get wealth, and the bleſſing of the Lord maketh. 


rich,” (Eecleſ, 9 Prov. 10. >. Deut) But ho 
does 


5 N _— yn Ag ut e — Yau will 2 
here e or a power to get wealth, 3 
are as expreſsly ſaid to be the gifts af God as faith, 
repentance and eternal life, are ſaid in other parts 

of ſcripture, to be the gifts of God; and as faith 
cometh by hearing, or by the uſe of means, ſo riches 
or wealth are ſaid to come by means of induſtry. or 
the hand of diligence; In like manner God is ſaid. 
to gide us our daily bread : how i is this done? an- 
other text tells you, In the ** /wweat of thy face, 
ſhalt thou eat thy bread, and be that tilleth his land 
hall be ſatisfied with bread. In this way God gives 
man bread, he muſt go to works we wp 7 wa 
not work, neither 1 be 4b. 


1 


* r 36 Pſalm, we . that Ged 83 yy to all 

Abb, that he feedeth' the young ravens when they cry, 
but how does God feed them ? we are told, (Pſ. 104.) 
bat thou giveſt them, they gatber. Now, will any 
one ſay, ety God giveth to man his daily bread, 

that he need not labour for it, or becauſe he giveth: 
to beaſts their food, that they need not gather ĩt? 
why then ſhould any one imagine, that becauſe 
faith, repentance, or a new heart, are the gifts of 
God, that we need not ſeek, ſtrive or do any thing 
to obtain them? is man bound by the laws of na- 
ture, to labour for the meat that periſheth ? and 

is he not equally bound by the expreſs command 
ol Chriſt, to tabour Jer the t meat which-endureth | to 
| everlaſting | agg . 

Ac Ain we . Sor: 3 7. Neither is he 
that planteth any thing, nor he that watereth, but 
God that giveth the increaſe.” The neceſſity of 
divine influence, to produce a crop, is here ex- 
preſſed in the ſtrongeſt manner, and the huſband- 
man knows all this, dut it does not diſcourage 

him 
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| j ſhall be partaker of bis bab 


that, he cannot give to the 


heaven; they are entirely 


„ 


New beck Gddgerbeg bis land. pod 
in bope, he plants his field in op ci £ 
A ies 9996-5 
ting power, not can ke protect the rifing bade rom 


fatal froſts or devouring inſects; he Rar ng cu. 


trol over the beams of the fun of the bottles of. 
vonder the dontnion 
dub God alone 


of God; This is the 


Y giveth, but ſtill he knows, chat When all this 16 


given, there will be no increaſe for him, unleſs he 
plants and tilts his ground, He obferves in che 
parable of the ſower, that it was the ſame er, fel? 
by the way fads. and among thoras and on tum places, 
Which was ſowh an the good ground. Fhe ſame 
genial ſun, the ſame proliſio Jews and raim fell 
upon all in common; whehce was it then, that 
among four kinds of foily one only brought forth 
from K The anſwer is, but one only was cultivated; 
Aad the thoras or buſhes that overrun one ſort of 
ground, and the ſtones which covered another, been 
cleared off; had the benten path by the high way 
deen encloſed or fenced, a all of them broken uß 

und properly cultivated, might they not all as well 
as one have brought forth fruit, ſome 30, ſome 60 
or an 100 fold; here then is a plain proof that hu- 
man exertions, muſt be united with a divine agen- 
ey, in order to produer tlie fruits of the earth: and 
why are they not equally neceſfary to produce on 
the hearts of men the nobler fruits of righteouſneſs ? 
if they are not, why has the wiſdom of God fo 
frequently made uſe of things temporal, to repre- 
ſent and illuſtrate things ſpiritual is it not be- 
cauſe there is a natural and obvious reſemblance 
between them? all the inſtruction conveyed to us 
by the parables of our Saviour and the ſimilitudes 
of wſpired men, GE on FOR reſemblance. 


To 


10 FR the „ 1 hs force _ 
n meaning of ſome of the moſt plain and important 


Wo es in all-the bible ; yea, it would deſtroy one 


of the S oſt convincing arguments in favor of revel- 
ation itſelk. mean that viſible analogy; between 
the word and. works of God, which is ſo eminegt= 
E e to n wack Eonvince he. heart 15 an 
1 will epi chaſe one ;nſtanes. more; him is 
8 in 28 Chap. of Iſaiah 24—2g v. and ſhews 
in a moſt convincing manner, the neceſſity of a 
divine influence, in order to tranſact the common 
buſineſs of huſbandry, :. © doth the, ploughman 
plough all day /to. ſow? doth he open and hreak 
the clods of his ground ? when he hath made plain 
the face thereof, doth he not caſt abroad the ficch- 
es and ſcatter the cummin and eaſt in the princi- 
pal wheat, and the appointed: barley and the rye in 
their place: for his God doth inſtruct him to dif- 
cretion and doth teach him — for the fitches are 
not threſhed with a threſhing inſtrument, neither is 
a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin, but the 
fitches are beaten out with a ſtaff, and the cum- 
min with a rod bread corn he. will not ever be 
threſhing, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, 
nor bruiſe it with his. horſemen this alſo cometh 
forth from the Lord of Hoſts who i is wonderful i in 
counſel and excellent in "workin ge - Doth the 
ploughman plough all day to ſow Yes, and after 
the ground is laid open, he breaks the clods which 
the plough has left, in order to prepare it for the 
ſeed ;-and when he has made plain the ſurface tbereof 
with the harrow, doth he nat ſow, or caſt abroad his 
ſeed! ſeed ſuitable to the nature of the ſoil, bent 
in the principal Place, i. e. the belt foil; barley alſo, 
fitches and eummin in the appointed place or in 


a poorer foil 2 now whence. has the huſbandman 
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(v. 26.) His God doth inſtruct bim to diſcretion and 


doth teach bin. When he comes to thrething out 


his grain; it is ſaid that he uſes only a 3 4 


rod, for the fitches and cummin, becauſe they are 


eri) ſeparated from the Bult; but for bread corn, 
which .requires more force, he makes ufe of 4 


threſhing inſtrument, nor will be ever be threſplug it, 


leſt it ſhould be bruiſed, or cruſhed with the wheel | 
of his cart. Whence does he obtain this Knowledge? 


Dis alſo cometh forth from the Lord of Hoſts, who is 
wonderful in counſel and excellent in workifig. (v. 


29.)Now, mult we all be taught of God, muſt every 
man hear and learn of the father, before he can come 


to Chriſt? ſo muſt every huſbandman be taught 
of his God, or be inſtructed by the Lord of Hoſts © 
in order to perform the common work of his farm. 
Without this influence of deity, man has not power 


to take one ſtep in any kind of buſineſs, for it is 
not in man to dirett bis fieps. No man ever yet 
raiſed a crop or even à kernel of corn, “ for it is 
it is by him alone that man can project a thought 
or draw. the vital breath; for, in him tue live, moe 


God that giveth to every ſeed its own body.” Yea, 


and have a being.” Thus plainly it appears from 


the texts of this claſs, that the. agency of God and 
man are united in all the common affairs of life. 
Now, if the language or import of this claſs be the 
fame with that of the other two when united ; ought 
they not to be united in the conſtruction? and if 
ſo, then we ſee how this third clafs tends. to unite 


and reconcile the other two. 
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| From —— ſubject we dein, 
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i Wrzxor | jr is, tl lat in. the wind 2ge _ + die 
' ture, God is faid.to de hat man des, and man is 
repreſented as doing what. God himſelf does. It 
18 becauſe: the agency of God and man are united 
ia all buman Actions. Hence we find, the ſame 
actions ate in ſcripture, ſometimes aſcribed to 
God an d ſometimes to man. This is true, not 
only of actions that are virtuous, as appears from 
our text, aud a multitude of athers already quoted, 7% 
but is in one ſenſe. true, even of ations that are 
criminal. Thus it is ſaid in one text, that Pha- 
ragh hardened. his own heart: in another, chat 
e the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh.” | 
Thu the crucifixion of Chriſt is an action aferibed | 
both tod the hand of Goa and to the wicked bands 
of nen. The meaning is, that theſe men derived 
their power of action from God, who held them 
in exiſtence, but the wickedneſs, or moral 


evil of their actions was wholly from themſelves. 


IJ am ſenſible that a critical attention to the ori- 
ginal, will go far to reconcile ſome of theſe texts, 
but to a common reader, our third claſs offers the 
moſt eaſy and natural method of interpretation, 
becauſe it teaches him that this | is a common ** | 
ture ee expreſſion. ee E 


Fon what has been ſaid, we are. N 
Jo plain ſcripture doctrine of moral agency. 
When life and death, blefling and a curſe, were 
jet before the people of Iſrael, Moſes in a very o- 
- lemn i manner. called upon them to choole life.— 
(Deut. xxx. ch. )—The. words of Mofes imply 
that the peaple were leſt to their own choice, 
Whether they would obey and receive bile promled 

Sood, 
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means, are both eſſential t 


WY 


a Aiſodey ans ſuffer: t 8 eh \reati Vi 
8 : 1 hey had power, therefore, in ſome ſenſe, o 75 
+ "chooſe, 925 good and refuſe the evil: But this in 
them was only 2 ſubordinate; power to uſe 
means, attended wit power” or influence from 
God, ſofficient to render them effectual: T. 
ny this power, therefore, ip either cafe, is te deny 
the ſcripture! account of free” agency: But is not 
this powder denied, if unregenerate men, awakened . 
to a ſenſe of duty, cannot, by all their exertions in 
the uſe of means, do ani 
and, on the other hand, is not the power of God 
| . work } in man, de nied alſo, when ir is repreſented | 

65 partgh or inſufficient in its operation, or if it 
tends to produce finful exerciſes and effects = yes, 
on either. of theſe ſuppofiriens, Man ceafes to be _ 
moral agent. For the power or ſpirit of God to 
work in him, as well as the your of man to uſe 


moral a geticy. When the irt of God ceaſes to 
ſtrive JE man, © he cannot . ceaſe. from An, — 
having done deſpite to the Jpirit. of grace, he is given 
ever of God, bis mind is _reprobate;; reprobate filver 

hall he be called, becauſe the Lord bath rejeffed him. 

Let Anners in Zion think of their eee and 
tremble at the thought of grieving away the ſpirit 
of. nd. 75 Wo Ude Wein, when. God . N . 


N 18 * che ſabieQs we tearb; dit a "RY 
: knowledge of_the ſcripture is the principal ſource 
of error and diſpute in the chriſtian world. Men 
have erred, not knowing the ſcriptures, in their ge- 

nuine ſcope ard connexion. - We all agree that 
the facred ſcripture is the only ſtandard. Yet the 
queſtion ſtill. ariſes, hat ſaith the ſcriptures * 
Let vs hear what they ſay.—(Pfalm iii. 1.)— 
There is no God. — Revenge is a duty. —(Prov.. 


Xxv, 22. Thou fhalt * coals of fire on 15 
head, 


y duty which God requires? 5 


e ſeripture idea f 
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1 3. had Fae 0 Wel Jl cles NI IA] 77 ©, 
nei alle, profane ſwe ring and ſelf- murder, are „ 
 lawful,—(Prov. xxili 30, Tarry long at te 

weine, cat and Arink with the drunken. (And . 
Prov. xxiii; 2. Pur a knife to „ EEE. 
This is all ſcripture; and in the fame + way it can be 5 

| proved from our text, that man has no power at 

all, and yet has power enough to ſave himſelf. 5 

But is this omiſſion, or leaving out a part of a finn 
gle text, the only way to pervert ſcripture and 
prove ſuch” horrid doctrines? By no m̃eans. For 
even ſelf. murder may be proved as well by Join- 
ing together whole texts, that have no''connexion.. 
in Teri ture; as by ſeparating the connected parts 
of a ſingle text, Thus it is done. -Math. xxvii, 

dae Judas departed, and went and hung 

jg ; 


imſelf. Go thou and do likewiſe.—-Luke x. 37. 
Let us beware that we do not as © rbey that are 
Xt reporting eg? ow Seriptates to our — 
5 er . ge a e neee * % OO 
of . rom the been e 9 of une cb two 
clalies we ſee the impropriety 'of* aſſerting, 08 e 
ſome have done, that man has power to ſave fñim- 1 
ſelf. If more is intended by this expreſſion than a 4 IR 
ſubordinate power in man to uſe means, it is not 
true, at leaſt it is not the whole truth. For it is 
God that worketh in us to will and to do.“ It 
alſo diſapproves of another expreſſion, which ap- 
Dears to be the oppoſite extreme, viz. That man, 
in the uſe of means, can do nothing towards his 
on ſalvation. This apinion, it is thought, tends to 
_ exalt the riches and ſovereignty” of divine grace, 
while the contrary, is ſuppoſed to flatter fallen 
man into an high conceit of his own righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength. © There may be nr es here, but is 
there none on the other fide? Cannot a+ man 
make a righteouſneſs of doing nothing, as wel 
# 


* 


of daing duties * The Phantses bonſtad: 5 
he Was nal, He chanked Cod that he w 0 noi 
otber men: like ſame in our day, -who ſeem to 
boaſt that they are no (church. members. - "They 
pretend to no religion, perform no duties to make 
a righteouſneſs of 3 therefore, they are no bypos 
© * erites, no, not they. By all Which it is meant. 
© '  thatthey are quite as, good, if not better than ſome 
oc other: men. It may de ſo, perhaps, hut is it true 
. that they have leſs pride or ſelf:rigkteonſneſs, for 
5 5 neglecting the duties of religion? Can we be- 
LEES: lieve, that prayer, public worſhip, reading the 
3 bohy ſeripture, tend to make men proud, ignorant 
and ſelf- righteous ? Do the ſcriptures teach men 
to go about and eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their 
own, becauſe they teach line upon iin: the danger 
of ſell⸗righteouſneſs, the depravity of the heart, 
the inability of man; and his entire dependance on 
the grace of God, It is indeed true, that the un- 
x . regenerate heart will be ſelf- righteous, Whether 
5 mameen attend, or neglect the means of grace: but is 
| this an objection to the uſe of means? Tha Spider | 
ſucks poiſon from the moſt ſalutary plant, bur the 
pPoiſon is in the ſpider, for the Bee Collecke honey 
; | from the ſame flower: Should we ſay, that a man 
can do nothing towards his on ſalvation, would 
hae not immediately-reply ; then man has nothing 
to do. And how can we coatradict him? ſince both 
the expreſſions imply nearly the ſame thing. But 
has man nothing to do ? Has he no bible to read, 
no luſts or paſſions to reſtrain, no ſalvation to 
work out; has he nothing to do in the uſe of 
means? 'No-+why not? ecauſe he « FR i: Ker 
thing. N | 
be 71 6 7 4 NON x 
Aar 4 if no more is tele than 9 our IG 
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can do nothing that is holy, uncil a habit or prin. 


ceiple of holineſs is formed in their hearts, I have 
90 objection to the ſentiment, though 1 ſtill ob- 


ject to the expreſſion, beeaulſe it may tend to pre- 


vent men from improving rhoſe talents which God 
has given them to occupy and improve, as means, 


in the uſe of which only, men can hope to ob- 


tiain a new heart, or that 3 of holineſs, 
« whith is the gift of God 2 
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. Front the texts which compoſe our third 
claſs, we are plainly taught the nature of divine 


influence. How does God work in man? Hoů.W 6]?/f 


does he give him a new heart ? We anſwer by 
aſking---How does God build the houſe, or keep 
the city ? How does he give man his bread, or 


feed the young Ravens when they cry? How does 
he cloath the graſs of the field, and give to every 


feed its own body ?---The anſwer is, by means--- 
not by unrelated acts of ae ee. bur by a 
train of intervening cauſes, wiſe 


duce certain effects or appearances both in the na- 


tural and moral world. This is God's ſtated me- 


thod of operation; but when thoſe aſtoniſhing 


appearances in nature, come, to be traced bac 


through all their various cauſes and effects, we 


foon arrive at the great firſt cauſe of all. That 
furprizing property of matter which we call attrac- 
tion, is the laſt link in the chain of fecond cauſes. 
Should any one aſk, what is the cauſe of this pro- 
derty ; we can only fay---it is a divine influ- 

ence—it is the almighty power of God energizing. 
In like manner the power of deity operates in the 


moral world, produeing by the inſtrumentality of 


moral means or cauſes, certain effects on the 
minds of rational beings, and theſe means, in 
both caſes, are under providence, fully ſufficient 
to produce the effect; why is it then you wm aſk, 
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that moral means do not produce the effect 4 
conſtantly as the operation of natural means or. 
cabſes. Why is it, that the incortuptible ſeed 4 


3 


the word, does not as uniformly produce the 
new creature, in the heart, as ſeed committed o 
the earth expands, vegerates and ripens into har- 
veſt or as conſBintly. as food nouriſhes the ody, 
fire conſumes the fuel, or the ſun riſes and ſets. 


The anſwer is plain, natural cauſes operate neceſſa- 


between means when applied to intelligent beings, 


that a power applied to a body in order to give 


and means applied to irrational; we do not lay 


rily, becauſe they operate upon inactive matter, 
which has no power to refilt ; but in the other 
caſe there is à forcible reſiſtance mage 0 Ty 
often overcomes the power. of the cauſe or moral 
means. To underſtand this, we mult diſtinguiſh _ 


it motion, is /uffcient, unleſs it is effectual, i. e. 


overcomes the. reſiſtance. But it is very different 


1 
* 


with a power or means applied to rational. beings | 


for in this caſe it may be ſaid that means are ſuf- 


from the depraved heart. Thus we. often. ſay. of | 


the means uſed, or good. advice given to a drunk- 
ard, that they are ſuſſicient to reform him, when 


we know they are not effectual. The fault in this 


caſe is not in the means or in him who appointed 
them, but in the man who reſiſts their force. Will 


any one ſay, there is not ſufficient power in the. 


ſun to warm or in the air to cool, when he yolun- 


tarily prevents the influence of both by ſome in- : 
terpoſing obſtacle ?—Such. would be the opera- 


ficient when they are not effeftual, i. e. when they | 
do not overcome the moral reſiſtance which, ariſes. 


tion of moral means, were they not f̃eſiſted; but 


if man could not reſiſt moral means, they would. 


act neceſſarily, and if neceflarily, they would not 

be moral, but natural means. And if fo, the ac- 

tions of men would be as abſolutely and uncon- 
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3 8 With his own wiſdom in the ap dae elke; 
why does he ſay that he could no more for them? 
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But had this been done, c ſeals of: be. 5 


been ſuch a rank and character as man? 
Is lacy muſt have. remained an eternal blank 
in the creati d.-—Rocks may be organized, 


brutes may . ts fee] and men . * 
I not in gar world! 4 I OO TIM POL. 


a by all thoſe texts which compoſe our firlt - 
claſs, as we have obſerved ; how infinitely 1 impor- 
tant to man are the means of grace! to reject . 
means is to reject ee part of the bible, 
or to accuſe ad, uiring that of man which 
God alone can ivine influence we _— 
and. thank fully 3 is abſolutely neceſſary to 
change the heart; but for ny one to expect thi: 
influence, in the neglect of thoſe means Which 
heaven has appointed, is the moſt daring pre- 
n s well may the huſbandman ex & 
where he ſowed not, or to gather where 
he has not ſtrawed. As well may the labourer - 
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his life; and in equal jeopardy of lobſigg His ſou | 
is that man. he Jabours not for 'the bread/v 
cternal life. *—Such is the power and Probabilfty 
of ſucceſs in the uſe: of means „that in the Aan. 
guage of ſcripture, they are ſaid to he able, or 
have power, to ſave men. The holy +» hn 5 
are able to make men wiſe unto falvarion=(2 Tim. 
1 5 eee engraphed word is able to fave the,” 
(James i, 21.)==The goſpel is the power of 
Cod unto. ſalvation. Rom. i, 16.) “ The law 
of the Lord is perfect cunverting the ſoul. Yeu,” 
the word af Gad is repreſented” as the feed + of | a 
regeneration,” the great reproductive principle | 
fram whence: the new creature is generated. 
(1 Pet. i, 43.) Being born again, nat of” cor. 85 
ruptible, but of incorruptible ſced of the word.“ 
The miniſters of Chriſt are alſo repreſented as TY 
ving power to convert men, power to fave the} 
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faliry, compare the xexts of each clas with 
ae” add. 5 for et that God has. UE; | 
them together. This wil 7 Him from error, 
1 aud teach him to ſhun 1 with ec yal care, "the dan- 
* 1 er which attends,” either a legal, or licentig 
I Fatty of preachin While he is urging/ on n- 
i den ei duty and obligations to attend the E F . 
of race, he will tell them, not to depend on means, 
the power of God to work in them, On 
the other hand, while he opens to. their view, the 
dat ng defortniry of We; the depravity-of the... 
5 dee the inability of man, and the necelfity, o of ö 
9 Almighey Grace ; he will e careful, that all 8 
dis be done in Tae a _tmanner as nat to prevent. 
buf encourage their utmoſt kxertions j in the, uſe of 
thoſe means, by which alone Cod. warketh in us to - 
will and to 40. —In ſhort, he will plainly tell them, ., 
not to preſume on means withour Goll, of on 
witho 4 means. For, to truf in means 18 to ne- 
ot God, but to negletk meanz is to tempt him. 
Fs Mofes is praying on the Mount, ler. 1 81 
75 be fighting 1 in the field. Let every one attend on 
| means 'as if they were all in all, but h „ 
God 481 if means were nothing at all. 
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ED: 1 Nor. can we vindicatethe : ways of (God ti 
If the uſe ant ſufficiency of means | 
| are" ot motives to virtue ſtr than motives: 
+ ta vice?" * fs not the influence of the, ſpirit. of 
: God on the heart, in.order to: enlighten. the mind. 0 
3 and make men feel theſe motives, far more po w- 
| | by than all the arts of ſatan to ſeduce and deſ- 
mankind. Can we hear the voice, of God, 

1 tayig, 40 come let us. reaſon together,” is not my 
way equal? are not your ways unequal! e 
we hear bis repeated exhortations to the wick- 

ed, ta turn from their eil ways —with all bis 
promiſes. of pardon and falyarion, if they will 
fs return; his threats and deny nciations, of death 
le defiruttion if they do, not retura—his, com- 
plaints againſt them, becauſe they. do „ 
pent and t turn; with all his kind wiſhes, preſſing”. 
invitations, pathetic exclamations, and moſt ge- 
nerous overtures of mercy to ſinners; is it poſ- 
lible to hear, believe, and reconcile all this, . 1 
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: cement of all matter and motion in the.natural - 
1 rld: Hut w ee ooaftent emanation - IR 
9 from Deity attending moral means and moral a- 
| gents, or, whether it is inherent in the nature of ) 
of human pa the original conftitu- 


ings, as the power of 
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| on of thoſe: laws of a general providence, by  , _ 
which virtue and happineſs; as well. as miſery and | 
vice, are indiſſolubly connected, may perhaps be — 
a queſtion as hard to ide, as it is to determine xl 
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of attraction is a conſtant influ» 

Je nee from God, or is only a concealed power or | 
Fee inherent i in matter. It is, however, cer= 3 

' ain, that in the opinion of men, a maelline focon= 2 
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ther with bim. Now in this cafe, this the alſiſ- 
tance afforded, be the refult of particular acts of 
immediate power from 30 Ir a ſyſtem of nature s 
laws producing the ſame effects, is not perhapa 
material. For we may be as really afſifted by a fixed | 
law of nature, as by 4 living gent. The power 
of gravity in that part of a weight or beam which 
Ian lift or raiſe, over a prop tioes hs ben N 
or aſliß the. od 2%. 9p 1 ocher end as any: human 
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made ontĩrely ſubſervient to the moral world. 
Every link a n cauſe and effects adjuſt⸗ 
ed, every wheel in the vaſt mhehine of nature, 
conftantly moves in conſormity to the difpof 
and conduct of moral beings. I hoſe n ac- 
eidents in life, on whicheveryman's good or ill for- 4 
tune ſo much * epends, and which ſome have called 
ſpecial 2 of providence are not perbaps 
deviations, but a uniform courſe of nature. Storms 
and tempeſts, lightning and earthquakes are na- 
tural events, altho” whole nations are often en 3 
iſhed by their devaſtations. 1 +. Þ 
The death of one man, or a e viduals, at 
any period of time, is only a common or natural - 
event. Yet, the peace and happineſs of whole 
countries may be preſerved or their final ruin 
completed by ſuch an event. When ! God turn, 
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mind All this may indeed be no more than by⸗ | 
pocritical forms, or mere mechanical motions ; _ 
and without the exertion of our own'minds, aided 
dy a divine influence, they will never produce 
their proper effects on the heart ; but ſtill they 
have a tendency to do it. Yea, is it not in this 
way chiefly, that ſuch beings as we are, can have 
power and influence over our own minds, in order 
to form, or to eradicate a mental habit. Theſe 


external actions are all in our power. But is it in 


the power of any man to change his ohn heart, or 
bring himſelf to love what he before 1 5 by a 


mere act of will without the aid of external means. 


Exertions of the mind we own, are abſolutely 
neceſſary and ought to take the lead. Rut, certain 


it is, without external action, the drunkard will 


be unreformed, and he that is filthy will be filthy 

till.“ We do not affirm, however, that a ſinner 
may nat, by one act of the will, and in one in- 
tant of time, form 2 reſolutian, which, ſhall be, | 
through divine grace, the beginning of the chriſ- 
tian temper. But is one act of the mind a holy 

temper? Or can a virtuous habit be formed with- 
out repeated exertions in the uſe of appointed 
means? Let us appeal ta facts. How ſhall a 
man cure himſelf of envy, or get rid of a preju- 
dice he luis taken up againſt one of his neighbours? 
He owns it is unreaſonable: and wicked, and he 
Wiſhes to be freed from it; what can he do? Anſwer, 
he can Jpeak well of his neighbour, at leaſt he can 
take care not to ſpeak evi] of him. He can treat 
bim with reſpe& when he ſees him, and ſeek op- 
portunities to do him a Kindneſs, he can a 
reflect on the baſeneſs of his own conduct, and 
pray God to give him repentance, His conſcience 


tells him that all this is in his power; and when 
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n duty o 


out means or ſceond cauſes; and it ſignifies to 


means; for it is in this way only that finners are 


led to repentance. But in the other ſenſe of the 
word, it is the immediate duiy of all to repent, 
* God now commandeth all men every,where to re- 


ent;” i. e. immediately or without delay. Should 


: I it be objected that none can repent without ſome 


previous knowledge or ſenſe of the nature and ne- 


ceſſity of repentance, and therefore it cannot be the 
immediate duty of all the anſwer is, when God re- 
quires a duty, he requires all that is implied in it. 


When he requires a good heart, he requires know- 


ledge; for, 1. is not good that the heart be with- - 
out knowledge.” In this ſenſe, it is the immediate 
duty of every ſinner to repent and make himſelf a 

new heart; juſt as it is, or may be, the immedi- 


ate duty of a man to build an houſe, or procure 
bread for his indigent family. This however is 
the work of God as well as man, therefore i it can- 


not be done by a mere act of the will; but in that 


way, or in the uſe gf ſuch means only, as the wiſ- 


dom of God has appointed for their beſtowment. l 
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